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1 Full Score

2 Trash Can 1*

2 Trash Can 2*

2 Marching Bass Drum 1, 2

2 Marching Bass Drum 3, 4

2 Tamtam, Concert Bass Drum
1 Hihat

1 Suspended Cymbal

1 Pots and Pans
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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Curtis Gruver began percussion lessons at a with a degree in performance. He has studied

young age and has been performing, touring,
and writing since graduating from the Musicians
Institute Conservatory of Contemporary Music

recording and sound design at Mesa Commu-

nity College.

PROGRAM NOTES

Skulls for Brunch is intended for a large percus-
sion ensemble of 8 or more players (11 is ideal).
It can be utilized either indoors or outdoors
and with or without a conductor. Visuals are

an important element of the performance and
should be rehearsed carefully for consistency and
audience appeal.

PERFORMANCE SUGGESTIONS

If you have plenty of percussionists, you may add
several players to the trash can parts. Remember
with your setup to have players on part 1 to the
inside of the line and players on part 2 nearer the
outside. Pots and pans can be performed using
just about any instruments from actual pots and
pans to buckets, pails, or any metallic objects as
long as there are three distinct pitches. Exaggerate
movements for visual appeal, particularly out-
doors. Audiences are often a good distance away
and the exaggeration is necessary if they are to

see as well as hear. At measures 67 and 71, trash
can players will stick click on other players sticks.
Raise both sticks high, holding the left hand so
that the player on your left can strike the stick
with their right hand stick. At the same time,
strike the stick to your left with your right hand
stick. Players on the ends will hit air in imitation
of the stick click. Measure 72 is similar, but this
time accents will be struck on the trash can to
your right (or air if you are on the end).
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Trash Can 1

(as many players as desired)
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A Trash Can Odyssey
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Trash Can 2

(as many players as desired)
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Marching Bass Drum 1 & 2
(1 or 2 players)
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Tamtam
Concert Bass Drum
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Hihat
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Pots and Pans
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